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January 29, 2013

Mr. Timothy Smith

Director of Facilities

Central Ohio Transit Authority
33 North High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Mr. Rajib Sinha, P.E.
Shaw Environmental and Infrastructure Group
5050 Section Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45212

Re: COTA Fields Avenue Deraiiment Subsurface investigation Report
1333 Fields Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
Project 1D # 125-003017-001

Dear Mr. Smith and Mr. Sinha:

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received an electronic copy of the report
titted Derailment Subsurface Investigation on January 11, 2013. The report presents the results
of subsurface investigation activities following the discovery of four drums on property owned by
the Centrali Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) during a recent and separate spill response action
conducted by Norfolk Southern on COTA and Norfolk Southem'’s property. The January 11,
2013 report was prepared and submitted by Shaw Environmental on behalf of COTA. Shaw
Environmental conducted the investigation in response to Ohio EPA’s request to investigate the
subsurface in the vicinity of the discovered drums to determine if additionai drums or
contamination from drums were present. The report also proposes cleanup activities based on
the findings of the investigation.

On July 11, 2012, several cars of a Norfolk Southern train derailed on tracks adjacent to
COTA's property (Incident #1207-25-1670). Norfolk Southern’s contractor conducted cleanup
activities in response to the spill. During the removal of a temporary access road on COTA’s
property on July 14, 2012, the contractor discovered four rusted steel drums and disposed of
them along with soil and materials generated as part of the spill response. The drum discovery
was reported as Incident #1207-25-1722.

As a follow up measure, COTA conducted an electromagnetic (EM) survey in the area where
the drums were discovered. The EM survey detected an anomaly which indicated the potential
presence of buried debris. Ohio EPA requested that COTA conduct a subsurface investigation
in the drum discovery area to determine if additional drums or contamination were present.

Central District Office + 50 West Town Street « Suite 700 « P.Q, Box 1049 « Columbus, OH 43216-104%
www.2pa.ohio.gov « (614) 728-3778 « (614) 728-3898 {fax}






	Page 1
	Page 2

